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FLORIDA 

‘AMERICAN 
FAMILY’ IN 
MOURNING 


ALABAMA POLITICS 

Former 

House 

leader 

gets 

prison 


Trump and Sessions put focus on mental illness 
after warnings were missed before school massacre 


Decatur’s Micky Hammon 
to serve 3 months 

Mike Cason mcason@al.com 



Former Alabama House Majority Leader 
Micky Hammon of Decatur was sentenced 
to three months in prison Thursday and 
ordered to pay $50,657 in restitution for 
converting campaign contributions to per¬ 
sonal use. 

U.S. District Judge Myron Thomp¬ 
son sentenced Hammon in Montgomery. 
Hammon will report to a federal facility to 
begin his sentence on March 29. Hammon 
pleaded guilty to one count of mail fraud. 

Before he was sentenced, Hammon 
spoke in court and apologized to the court 
and to his family. “I just ask for everyone’s 
forgiveness,” Hammon said. 

SEE HAMMON, A4 

Former Alabama lawmaker 
Micky Hammon, who has 
been convicted of mail 
fraud, must report to fed¬ 
eral prison March 29. File 



CALHOUN COUNTY 

Rifle-wielding 
father tries to 
storm daycare 


A woman breaks down during a prayer vigil Thursday for victims of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School shooting 
at Parkridge Church in Coral Springs, Florida. Mark Wilson, Getty Images 


Worker hailed for blocking 
gunman’s entry 


Associated Press 

President Donald Trump struck a solemn tone Thursday 
after the deadly school shooting in Florida, describing a “scene 
of terrible violence, hatred and evil” and promising to “tackle 
the difficult issue of mental health.” And Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions announced that he wants the Justice Department to 
study how mental illness and gun violence intersect to figure 
out how law enforcement can better use existing gun laws to 
intervene before these school shootings happen. 

Taking up the now-familiar ritual of public consolation 
after terrible violence, Trump spoke from the White House 
Diplomatic Room. In a slow, deliberate style, he sought to 
reassure a troubled nation as well as students’ families and 
shooting survivors in Florida. 

“We are all joined together as one American family, and 
your suffering is our burden also,” Trump said. “No child, 
no teacher, should ever be in danger in an American school.” 

An ex-student was charged with 17 counts of premeditated 
murder Thursday morning following the deadliest school 
shooting in the country in five years. Nikolas Cruz, 19, passed 
a background check and legally purchased a semi-automatic 
rifle from a dealer in Florida in February 2017, authorities said. 

SEE FLORIDA, A3 



President Donald Trump on Thursday urged young people 
to turn for help to “a teacher, a family member, a local police 
officer or a faith leader.” Carolyn Raster, Associated Press 


Carol Robinson crobinson@al.com 

Tragedy was averted Wednesday when 
a gunman tried to enter a Calhoun County 
daycare to get his toddler daughter, author¬ 
ities said. A daycare worker, however, 
blocked his entrance after the man threat¬ 
ened to kill everyone in the building, said 
Sheriff Matthew Wade. 

“I call her a hero,” Wade said. “In today’s 
world, you don’t know how you would 
react, but you hope you would react the way 
she did.” 

Wade identified the suspect as Daniel 
Blake Turner, 23, of Anniston. 

SEE DAYCARE, A4 

Daniel Blake Turner, 23, 
of Anniston, is facing a 
felony charge of making 
a terroristic threat. File 



As students fled, a coach headed into gunfire 


Pilgrimage to 
peanut country 


Miami Herald and Sun Sentinel 

As hundreds of mourners gathered at a church in Coral 
Springs, Florida, on Thursday afternoon for a prayer vigil, 
just minutes away from Marjorie Stoneman Douglas High, 
investigators and a stunned community began trying to 
reconstruct the horrific events that took place Wednesday. 

Before any sign of trouble, freshman Chris McKenna had 
come face-to-face with a killer on a second floor hallway at 
the school. 

McKenna, 15, was on his way to use a bathroom when he 
saw the gunman loading his weapon. 

“You’d better get out of here,” the gunman said, according 
to McKenna. “Things are gonna start getting messy.” 

McKenna froze for a second — then fled. 

As he made his way out of the building, he said, he saw 
assistant football coach Aaron Feis unlocking a gate in 


preparation for dismissal. 

“I told him I saw a gun,” McKenna said. “He said Jet me go 
check it out.’ Then he drove me to the baseball field, dropped 
me off, and went back to the school. That’s the last I saw of him.” 

McKenna said he was still with Feis when he heard the fire 
alarm go off. 

While much remains unclear about the sequence of the 
shooting, Broward County Schools Superintendent Robert 
Runcie said early Thursday that fire alarms at the school had 
been tripped by gun smoke from the assault weapon that the 
gunman used. 

The shooting began just before dismissal. Students and 
teachers were puzzled because the school had already held a 
fire drill that day. Still, some left their bags by their desk and 
walked out of their classrooms. 

In the hallways, they heard shooting. 

SEE COACH, A3 


People continue to flock to President 
Jimmy Carter’s small Baptist Sunday 
School classes. E2 

Olympic hockey 

A University of Alabama in Huntsville alum 
and former hockey director is in South 
Korea helping the U.S. women’s hockey 
team realize its Olympic dreams. A2 

Uber legislation 

A bill to set up statewide regulations for 
ride-sharing companies like Uber and Lyft 
is heading to Gov. Kay Ivey’s desk. A4 
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